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The Lumières of the
Alpilles
1 - SAINT-ÉTIENNE-DU-GRÈS
OLIVADES
The trip begins with a tour of Les Olivades. Fabric printing arrived in Marseille with the East India Company. In the 19th century, Les Olivades prospered and declined before experiencing a revival after the Second World War,
with a new craze for Provençal fabrics. Today the company also uses new
technologies and offers contemporary collections along with more traditional fabrics, all of which can be found in the shop.

Saint-Étienne-du-Grès
> Maussane-les-Alpilles

15 km

2 - MAUSSANE-LES-ALPILLES
MOULIN JEAN-MARIE CORNILLE

Maussane-les-Alpilles
> Les Baux-de-Provence

5 km

We then move on to discover the emblematic production of Les Baux-deProvence, olive oil, with a visit to the Moulin Jean-Marie Cornille. The
typical olive oils of the valley are produced by blending five olive varieties
from a single terroir (the Salonenque, Grossane, Béruguette or Aglandau,
Verdale Bouches-du-Rhône and Picholine). The visit includes a tour of the
production area, explanations of the different stages involved in producing
this local “liquid gold” from harvest to bottling, as well as a tasting of the
different oils. Three Appellations d’Origine Protégée (protected designations of origin) have been awarded to the valley of Les Baux-de-Provence:
for olive oil, broken olives and black olives.

Suggestion for lunch: La Reine Jeanne restaurant known
for its panoramic views, terrace, warm welcome and Provençal aioli.
3 - LES BAUX-DE-PROVENCE
CHÂTEAU DES BAUX-DE-PROVENCE
Château des Baux-de-Provence, a site which has been inhabited since prehistoric times, offers exceptional panoramic
views of the valley of Les Baux-de-Provence as well as interesting architectural elements including a Saracen tower,
castle chapel and cave houses.

4 - LES BAUX-DE-PROVENCE
CARRIÈRES DE LUMIÈRES
We make one last stop to see the exhibition in
the old quarry at Les Grands Fonds, closed in
1935 and used by Jean Cocteau to shoot his film
“The Testament of Orpheus” in 1959. Since then,
the immense walls have become the backdrop for
music, art and light. The Carrières de Lumières,
a digital art centre, showcases the most famous
artists across 7000 m2: Monet, Renoir and Chagall,
Klimt, Michelangelo, Picasso and Van Gogh.

Van Gogh was fascinated by the warm and colourful hues of Provence.
Fabrics, olive oils and the Château des Baux-de-Provence have been
brought together around this theme at the immersive digital exhibition
at the Carrières de Lumières.
1 day
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When is the best time to enjoy the Lumières of the Alpilles?
All year round, but please note that the Carrières de Lumières is
closed from early January to early March.

On a practical note

The Lumières of the Alpilles

Olivades
www.olivades.fr
PRACTICAL INFORMATION
• One-hour tour for 10 to 30 people, booking essential
• Only factory in the region printing authentic Provençal fabrics

Moulin Jean-Marie Cornille
www.moulin-cornille.com
PRACTICAL INFORMATION
• 30 to 40 minutes tour - Video in french and english – For groups of
more than 30 people possibility to combine with a tour of the boutique
Jean Martin, canning of Provencal vegetables and olive confectioner.

La Reine Jeanne restaurant
www.la-reinejeanne.com
PRACTICAL INFORMATION
• Seasonal cuisine prepared every day by chefs Victor Braglia and JeanPierre Novi

Château des Baux-de-Provence
www.chateau-baux-provence.com
PRACTICAL INFORMATION
• Castle tour ticket and combined ticket for the caste, Carrières de
Lumières and Brayer Museum
• Activities and historical re-enactments bring the castle’s history back to
life

Carrières de Lumières
www.carrieres-lumieres.com
PRACTICAL INFORMATION
• 45 min show - Group booking form - Private tours - Bookshop and Café
des Carrières
• Recipient of the Best Immersive Experience award (24th Annual Thea
Awards)

Find out more at:
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